Analysis & Opinion

The

toaid in their campaignsina
higher division next season.
People say the RFU should
declare the lower levels of the
game amateur - a great theory
but utterly unpoliceable. When

) Maidenhead rose to South-West

Column

promotion can categorically not
be something to celebrate. For
every club thirsting for action in
a higher division, it seems to me
that there are clubs dreading it.
And asking themselves one
question: do we pay the players?

Take the Championship, the
second flight of English rugby.
A small number of clubs, led
by Worcester, are dead set on
promotion, but there is another
category who would be aghast if
they got into that position. What
they would need to shell out to
avoid embarrassment in the
Aviva Premiership, let alone
to survive, could kill them.

It’'s the same at all levels. In the
South-West leagues where my
local club Maidenhead play, as
the season neared its close there

The temptation
amongst a whole
range of clubs is
to shell out to
grab or poachor
rent the cream
of local talent

was the distinct possibility that
at least two teams would refuse
to be promoted should they
finish in that position, which
makes something of a nonsense
of the whole exercise. They fear
the implications.

It's simply a matter of finance
and aspiration. If you're
promoted, there are extra costs
due to other needs - but the
players are key. The game below
the top level was never meant to
be professional, but there is no
law against payments being
made. Therefore, the temptation
amongst a whole range of rugby
clubs at the top, middle and
even towards the bottom of the
league structure is to shell out
to grab or poach or rent or even
contract the cream of local talent
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One two seasons ago, they lost a
gang of key forwards toa club in
the same league but who had
dredged up some cash and made
an offer they couldn’t refuse.

Denuded of their poached
players, Maidenhead played 26
games and won one. So if they’re
promoted back to what is now
National Three South-West, do
they wield the chequebook? And
how many countless other clubs
face the same tortuous question?

John Wanklyn, chief executive
of Maidenhead, would dearly
love simply to be dealing with
the same problems as his
highly-paid peers at the top
clubs. Recently, as he and
his colleagues tried to
balance the books, they
found that the two boilers
providing hot water in the
showers for the club’s large
playing membership were
about to expire. To replace them
at commercial rates would cost
in the region of £20,000.

Then, they found that as the
boilers had been installed many
years ago when the layout of the
clubhouse had been different,
they would have to demolish a
wall to make the replacement.
The good news was that a club
member was in the trade and
helped obtain the boilers for

Way forward:
Fijiinternational Apo
Satala making a break
for Taunton and the club
set up for awedding.
They are successful
on and off the pitch
at Hyde Park

around £12,000, a huge saving.
It didn’t quite mean that the
Maidenhead players escaped
cold showers this season, but it
did show some of the elements
of the potential minefield which
smaller clubs face and which
will be recognised in almost
every other clubin the land. If
it’s not your boiler that needs
replacing, then it could be the
clubhouse roof or scrummaging
machine or car park surface or
carpet or practically anything.
But now a dilemma bigger
than a few old boilers. Do they
pay or not? Maidenhead are
unfortunate and fortunate.
Their home ground, Braywick,
is owned by the local council
and also has facilities for many
other sports. The rugby club
own the clubhouse and lease
the first-team and
training pitches,

_~

n AL

BAH

<D
Market crash: Mounts Bay lift




what’s yourview on this pay-for-play culture?
ictly amateur? Or do players deserve to be paid?

ot topic. Email us at rugbyworldletters@ipcmedia.com, write to us at Rugby
thwark Street, London, SE1 0SU or
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